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Wissle Cay' Emeging as
‘That Produced Sweeping Eifects
On U.S. Brmament and Politics:

% Concern‘Over Nonexistent Soviet Lead
+ Caused Apparently’ Meaningless Ex-
- pansion in American, Russian Arsenals

T~ FIRST OF A'SERIES -
. . By EVERETT S..ALLEN -
"+ New Bedford, Mass., Standard-Times Staff Writer
| * WASHINGTON, Jan. 26 (AP)
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" nonexistent ‘“‘missile gap,”iborn of Unsubstantiated- fear that the
. Russians were ahead of s, emerges as one of the ost dra-
matically significant myths in‘pAmerican history,

. Although official opinions on™% " (2) It caused both nalions 1o
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I secretary, related,
Kennedy campaign entourage) .

i

e -FOUR \;EARS AFTER THE CLIMAX of the controversy, the .

a fullscale briefing on Ui
States-Soviet  missile” stren
at Strategic Air Command He
quarters in Omaha. The -briél=
ing had been promised to him
by - the Republican Administras

“tibn. -

N .
. FORMIER Senator Pierre Sal-
“inger (Dem.), California, who
‘was President Kennedy's press
“We (the!

went to SAC headquarters with!
i the understanding that the Senas,

3

Ibriefed. ) :
- “Apparently, the night befare,'
‘there were orders from - Wash-
iington that he wig not to get a’
full briefing. Tha Senator was
:damned mad about it.

“I can't say the orders deny-
“in
from Presideat Elisenhower, hut
“certainly from or via the Secre-
~fary of Defense (Thomas §.
Gates Jr.).

tor (Kennedy) ‘was 1o be fully

the subject vary greatly, tliis is
"the- unmistakable conclusion to
" be found in examining views of
+present and former military and
icivilian leaders of ‘the Eisen-
thower-Kennedy-Johnson admin-
jistrations.

‘. Initially, T asked Dr. Jerome
‘B, Wiesner, former adviser’ of
President John F, Kennedy and
now dean of science of Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology,
whether the Kennedy forces had
knowingly exploited in-the 1960
campaign a “missile gap” that
did. not exist. i
. Wiesner, who assisted the mis-
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g Kennzdy a full briefing came

double their missile arsenals' When I questioned Salinger,' '

approximately so that, as
~ladvocates of gradual disarma-
mert are quick to point out, our
relative positions remain the
.| same, despite the expenditure of
Ibilliohs. By early 1965, the
i Soviet Union will have 200 inter~
‘continental ballistic missiles,
I double- the number of a year

"earlier. By the same time, the:

; United. - States will have 925

i ICBMs, compared with 475 a
| year earlier. .
4 () It provoked nationwide

o fears that marred unjustly the
records of both the Eisenhower

‘e replied, “I don't know why:
. the Pentagon order was given.”

Dened facts of the “missile
2ap™ in possessicn of the Eisen-
hower  Administration, Kennedy
was ‘more inclinad to listen to
those. advisers, * including Sym-
ington, who felt it was a major
“issuen s .
TWO MONTHS afler the visit
to SAC. headquariers, the full.
ramifications of the Omaha re.
; buke to the successful Demoe-
‘cratic . candidule  “were  made:
clear” to | President Kennedy's.
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sile. effort in major degree in !

both " the Eisenhower-and Ken-
nedy administrations, denied
this. In reply, he suggested that

jand Kennedy - Administrations! 2dviscrs, Walter Rostow and!
*and provided one of-the major, Wiesner.  Wiesner and Rostow, ;
. issues .that defeated Vice Presi-' @1 MIT economics professor |
dent Richard M. Nixon andslater appointed to- the governs)

this story be. written, and ar- -
ranged for some of the inter-
views, in the belief that it would! . ) ‘
constitute a public service,. THE EISENHOWER Adminis-
through clarification of the his-" tration was not delinguent in its,
toric events involved. 'preparedness program, as Sen- ists,

I HAVE talked with, or been 3ior Stuart Symington (Dem.)," goyier Deputy Minister Vasi-
given, the authorized views of ;Ml,sspun,. a former Air }"’rce;lycvich Kuznetsov, who knew
more than a dozen persons ' SCCretary, and others C,har'éed]'Wiesner from an international
whose positions offered them, : (and some Republicans in gov-' ¢onvention' on.  a feguards’
some first-hand knowledge of -er.l;}nen% ‘behed\'ed). : | against surprise attack in 1938,
the cvents involved, As a resuit,;  , - ¢ feuncdy. team was not

T daanite. deceitful when it said that a
I have concluded that, despite, "% '° ' .
the fact there never was any. Tissile gap threalened this coun-

. feni we. iry in the campaign months of
such thing, the “missile gap" . . L4
produced these results, among 1960 and announced, after the: that Rostow come, t0o.

- : election, that it did not exist.;. s e e .
otl(zle)rsj.‘ _— d U o *'The shift was.due to more and , [0 his office in the Forcign
stimulated - a niea .

better intell: . : Ministry, Kuznetsov commented
‘States-Sevict Union missile race, ! f:ct t,,;';‘ﬁ?;if,‘;ﬁey’, ::;d amcaL:ﬁ that he had become aware, {rom
fin which the United States main-| paigning Senator, -was denied UrS+ DOWS coverage of Kenne-
|tains a 4-1¢-1 lead as the result | missile information possessed py 9v's campaign speeches, that
‘of a 17 billion-dollar program: the White House. - the President was being pressed
initiated by President Dwight A5’ Democratic candidate for ‘10 9ouble the Eiscnhower Ad-
D. Eisenhower and, accelerated| President, Keonedy was barreq Ministration’s-missile program.

House.

were in Moscow attending a:
conference of East-West sciens

i
|
i

ing whether the latter would

that he would and suggested

by President Kepiiroved-Fof Releds@R0DM0 T30 n CIAIRDRT-S0058R0006000 51088

| sent-a message to Wiesner, ask-"|

i like to see him. Wicsner said |

elected Kennedy to the White'!ment Dy Kennedy and now,
.chairman of the Depariment .of ;

, State  policy-planning  council, §

| understand, at least in part, the
' Xennedy campaign commitment .
; to build a strong military force. "'
! But he pointed out that the $o-+
viet government also faced pres-
sures from its military leader- |
| ship and assuredly would not he”
aole to resist them if the United .
! Statwes persisted in increasing.
' greatly. its missile strength, .-
Thus the stage was set for &'
i continuation of the highly com-
! peiive U.S.-Soviet missile race, -

i
|
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OTHER military and civilian *"

i leaders whose views have made
' possible the piecing together of |
this slory from its beginnings *

. include: Lo
© Allen Dulles, former director, .
of the Central Intelligence Agen- l'

"By 57, we began to

‘Contiaved .




